INTERNATIONAL TRAINING IN COMUNICATION

AUSTRALIAN REGION INCORPORATED
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 

19 MAY 2017 AT SAGE HOTEL, WOLLONGONG

The Meeting was opened at 5.37pm by the President Mary Wong. President Mary welcomed and acknowledged Division IV Vice President Akemi Kosuge for attending.

Present: President Mary Wong, President-elect Margaret Grand, VP (Finance) Bernadette Knight and Division IV VP Akemi Kosuge.
Apology: Secretary Jan Broe

 The Minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed.

Business arising: The International President’s greeting for conference arrived but too late for printing in the conference booklet. Her letter will be read at Conference by Margaret Grand.
Alex Applebaum Award: Margaret stated she was unable to have the name of the Club winning already engraved on the trophy because of an exorbitant quote. The winning Club will be responsible for having the trophy engraved. The Certificate was ready to be signed for presentation.
President’s Award and Installation in hand.
Speech Contest Awards for Traditional and Cosmopolitan contestants:  Awards prepared and a keepsake for the Winner of each Contest had been purchased and will be presented.

Resolution for Dissolution: Pat Cartwright had an updated Constitution prepared in case the Dissolution is adopted in July.

Mary discussed the need for a Special General Meeting in Seattle because a successful vote for Dissolution in late July meant Australian Region had until 1 August to adopt the updated Constitution. Mary discussed using “Survey Monkey” be sent al all Australian members or seeking an endorsement if a quorum representing all 11 clubs would be present at Seattle.  Mary is to ascertain at Conference how many Australian members would be attending Convention to determine if a quorum could be formed.
Conference 2018: Margaret expressed her frustration at the lack of replies from Sydney Hotels that had been approached for costings for holding a Conference - Crowne Plaza Coogee and Cronulla Event House. Novotel at Brighton too expensive. 
Margaret established that Australian Region 50th Anniversary is 2019, and therefore it was not necessary to have the 2018 Conference around Sydney. An offer, from Linda Bergman, to hold a joint New Zealand/Australian conference on May 4, 5, 6 in Nelson was an option. At that time in Nelson NZ will be WOW event – World of Wearable Art garment that would add more interest. Australian Region would have to hold a separate AGM but a number of these matters would be worked out in negotiation with NZ. Margaret will ask members their opinion on holding a conference in New Zealand.
General Business: Preparations for the 2017 AGM in hand.  One of the Delegates is prepared with the motion for Australian Region to continue, if the Dissolution of ITC is passed. 
Forum: Discussion for a new name of the organisation in Australia took place. Margaret to check with NSW Fair Trading and ASIC if the name Powertalk Australia is available. Powertalk International is due for renewal in September. Margaret stated she would have to Reserve/Register name Powertalk Australia and Register Business Name with ASIC and NSW Fair Trading.
International Report due 29 May 2017.

Discussion took place to change the Financial Year to be January to December and the Conference to remain in May should the new Australian Region organisation, Powertalk Australia, become reality. 

News from International :Akemi was relieved to be able to talk about  matters related to the Resolution for Dissolution. The number of full paying members is about 2160 in total, but  includes 108 dual and a number of Life members who do not pay International fees.

Akemi congratulated Margaret Sutherland for establishing a second Zenith Club in Australia.
A brief discussion ensued of the features of a new International organisation as most Regions had indicated they intended to continue.

Meeting closed: 6:36pm.
