
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING IN COMMUNICATION
AUJSTRALIAN REGION INCORPORATED
Minutes of Board Meeting Number 5 (Cyber Meeting) for 2015-2016 Term
21st April 2016
The meeting was opened by the President at 9 a.m.
The President welcomed Board members present: Christine Hardy, (President Elect) Bernadette Knight, (Vice President Finance) and Jan Broe, (Secretary).
As all Board members were present, there were no apologies.
The Minutes of the previous Board Meeting were confirmed.
Communications:
Sebastian Mohan of Gold Coast Club has been refused membership by international who regard him as a rejoining member. His membership has been paid for Council 7 and Australian Region.  Mary has written to Susan Higley on this matter and to the International Board, expressing disappointment. 
President Mary advised the Board that she had inadvertently shared a political picture on the Chat Room page on Facebook.  The issue was rectified as soon as she became aware of the nature of the content and an apology uploaded in its place.  Communications have taken place between the International President and the Region President on this matter.
Flinders Council have agreed to consider the future of the Council, on 20 July. The closure idea came from Diamond Valley Communicators, whose members have difficulty administering the Council.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Club and Council Reports are due around Conference time. It was decided that Mary would email the clubs with a suggestion that the reports are sent early.
AGM: Mary has received an email from Pat Cartwright saying that Clubs were not asked to discuss the Bylaw Amendments and come ready to vote. Mary will email Pat suggesting a re-read of the All Club Mailing as that information is on the second page. 
It was suggested that the following be added to the Policy Book: “these may all be sent together in the first mailing, with the 50-day period.”
Financial: Bernadette said that this “is in hand.”
Minutes Approving: Judy Barr-David and Margaret Sutherland will be asked to do this. 
Awards: Flinders will not compete for the Rose Bowl Award, so only Councils 7 and 9 are to be considered.
The Award is to be given to Council 9.
Alex Applebaum Award: To be considered are POWERtalk@TheHills, Diamond Valley and Gold Coast. The Award is to be given to POWERtalk@TheHills.
President’s Award: is to be awarded to Pat Cartwright and Margaret Grand, jointly.
Ann McAfee is to be given special recognition as a member for 50 years.
Board Duties at Conference: Mary will present the Rose Bowl. Christine will announce the winners of the Writing Contest and Joan Hajek will present the awards. Speech Contest awarding is to be confirmed.
There will be a Board Meeting at 6 p.m. in Mary’s Room, in the Gold Tower, for approximately one hour on Thursday 19th May.
Cosmopolitan Speech Contest: Victor is not coming to Conference and it is wondered if he would go to Seattle to compete, next year. If not, Karen Wong could be asked if she will compete, as she is eligible. If she would go to Seattle, would she like a practise run at Region. Jan will ask Joan Hajek to contact Karen Wong.
Mary and Margaret Skype meeting to discuss PREM. Mary will run a Short Course on 18 June.
Pre-Conference Events: if not enough members are registered for Officer Training, the time will be given to one of the other sessions.
Conference 2017: one of the considerations, Brighton Beach Novotel looked “tired.” It is 15 minute from the airport and the amenities are fine, however it is a crime area these days and guests are required to pay for parking. Christine reported on “Sage” at Wollongong.  A disadvantage is distance to Wollongong. It would cost less and, if 20 rooms are booked, President Mary will get an upgrade. The Board chose “Sage” at Wollongong. Mary will contact Carla Bradbury at Sage Hotel and pay deposit once the contract is negotiated.
Region Visitor to Council 9: no visitor is planned.  Region News will be read.
Region Visitor to Council 7: no visitor is planned.  Bernadette will read Region News.
PREM Awards: Application for award to be made by clubs who have membership up 20%; membership doubled; or members who have joined via the  Short Course, but renewed for the subsequent term – there is a draw for free international membership for successful clubs.
The meeting closed at 11.10 a.m.
