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… coaching in effective speaking

Speech Contest
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JUDGE’S INFORMATION
Thank you for consenting to be a judge at our annual speech contest. The speech contest provides an opportunity to demonstrate a member’s skill in oral communication by using good speech construction and delivery techniques. If you have been asked to be the stand-by judge, you will not be asked to judge at the contest except in the absence of a regular judge.
Up to four (4) weeks prior to the club level contests, each speaker was given three (3) different subjects from which to select one (1) subject on which to prepare a speech. At the Association level, the same speech may be given or a new speech developed by using one of the other subjects provided at the club level. Revision is allowed when the same speech is used. 
Speeches must be original, with credit given when any portion of printed or published material is used.
Speech content must be nominated under one of the following categories:
Speech to Inform
Speech to Persuade
Speech to Inspire
Speech to Entertain
Research Speech
Current Event Speech 
As a judge you will listen for effective preparation, delivery and overall effect. Speech content shall not contain strong reference to political or religious bias.
Your worksheet shows the point system used to judge these aspects.  A copy is provided for your information. These worksheets are self-explanatory, but if there are any questions, please ask.  You may retain your worksheets after the contest.
Our organization teaches members communication techniques.  No emphasis is given to one type of speech over another, such as humorous over serious.  We want our members to feel comfortable addressing an audience in all situations.  Contestants are not required to start their speeches in any particular way and need not do so by addressing the program leader or others in the room. We do not try to create a “perfect” speaker, but strive to help each member to communicate effectively.
Speeches at both levels shall be a minimum of five (5) and maximum of eight (8) minutes.  A lighted signal will be given to contestants at five (5) minutes. It will remain on for one (1) minute and then no further signal will be given.  Speakers will be stopped at nine (9) minutes.
You will be allowed up to three (3) minutes to mark your Worksheet for each speaker and a further three (3) to five (5) minutes at the end to consider your decision, using the Worksheet as a guide. Please DO NOT MARK YOUR BALLOT UNTIL INSTRUCTED TO DO SO BY THE PROGRAM LEADER. An envelope will be provided for your ballot. One name only must be entered for each place (no tied positions).
All three (3) judges’ ballots are counted and recorded. In the event of a tie for any position, you will be asked to retire with the speech contest chairman to determine the placement of positions. No scores will be provided, only names of the finalists.  The contest chairman will moderate.
You may be asked to provide brief verbal comments on the overall contest.
Again, we offer our sincere thanks to you for giving your time to be a judge and for providing your experience at this contest.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask them.  If the forms or timing and balloting procedures are unclear, please let us clarify them for you.
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