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… coaching in effective speaking

Speech Contest
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TELLERS’ INFORMATION
The responsibility of the tellers is to tally the Judges’ votes and determine the winners of the contest. The accurate recording of votes is of vital importance, therefore, before the contest meeting, it is suggested that all tellers study the speech contest rules and the procedures for scoring. 
There will be two (2) tellers, one of whom will be designated chairman. Each teller shall be supplied with a Tellers’ Tally Sheet and a Tellers’ Report Form and shall have been briefed in advance on their role and the method of scoring.
At the conclusion of the speeches, the tellers shall:
· Collect the judges’ ballots (in envelopes) when requested and remain in the contest room. 
· Collect the Timers’ Report after it has been read out.
· Retire to a place where you cannot be overheard to tally the ballots. The speech contest chairman will retire with the tellers to oversee the tally.
· Open the ballots of the three (3) judges and award points for the speakers as follows:
	15 points for each FIRST place vote
  7 points for each SECOND place vote 
  3 points for each THIRD place vote
· If any judge has marked more than one (1) name for any place, the speech contest chairman shall ask that judge to retire and re-mark the Judge’s Ballot with one name only per place.
· Enter any timing penalties of one (1) point for each second under- or over-time and tally the points for each speaker.
· Have the speech contest chairman verify all judges’ ballots, timekeepers’ report and tellers’ tally sheets. 
· If there is a tie in any position, the speech contest chairman shall retire with the three judges to determine the placement of positions, in accordance with the Rules. Remain in the room during this process, but you do not take part.
· When the winning places have been finalised, chairman of tellers completes a Tellers’ Report Form, listing the names of the winners according to the number of contestants in the contest and in the order of the announcements:
Where there are only three (3) contestants, show only the winner’s name;
Where there are four (4) contestants, show the second place winner first, then the first place winner; and
Where there are more than four (4) contestants, show third place winner at the top, then second place and then first place.  
IT IS VITAL THAT THE TELLERS’ REPORT FORM SHOWS ONLY THE NAMES OF THE WINNERS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF CONTESTANTS IN THE CONTEST AND THAT THE NAMES ARE IN THE CORRECT ORDER FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
· The speech contest chairman shall verify and double-check the Tellers’ Report Form before providing the Report to the program leader. 
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